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ing organizations and interest groups were disappointed in the con-
tent of many new laws or legislative packages, the GOP leaders
were trumpeting the value of their hard-won concessions from the
Democratic leadership on issue after issue. The bottom line was
that the President signed many new laws that both sides could sup-
port.

The second session of the 110th Congress features a Presidential
and Congressional election year with an ambitious Democratic
agenda but few actual working days expected to produce results.
Scheduled around the caucus and primary election season will be
an intense but short work period prior to a long break for the
Democratic and Republican Party conventions. Speaker Nancy
Pelosi has indicated her party will focus on economic initiatives,
health care, the environment, national security and defense, espe-
cially the Iraq conflict and related regional conflicts. Speaker Pelosi
pledged that Democrats would pursue a multi-pronged health care
package that includes universal health care, electronic patient
record reforms and scientific and technology research. Add to this
an economic stimulus package and tax incentive-driven energy effi-
ciency package expected early in 2008 composed of sections
dropped from the energy bill in late December in order to gain the
President’s signature. Senate leaders have indicated that a continu-
ation of the foreign policy battles and economic and tax reforms
will dominate their agenda with contentious debates on issues
expected to be front and center in the 2008 national election.

The good news for the HVAC industry is that a number of key
tax and contracting reform and energy efficiency issues will be near
the top of the probable agenda on Capitol Hill. These include
enhanced commercial building standards, tax incentives for effi-
cient buildings, estate tax reform, leasehold depreciation incen-
tives, repeal of 3 percent withholding, independent contractor
reform, contractor accountability enforcement and more. Most of
the controversial issues will await a new President and what many
expert observers believe will be a far more Democratic Congress in
January 2009.  ▼

Congress Returns To Unfinished Issues In 2008
Continued from page 1

While both documents have been modified extensively, there are
inherent strengths and weaknesses in each. A presentation at the
December Council meeting by Stephen Yoch of Felhaber, Larson,
Fenlon & Vogt, P.A. outlined the impact of these new modifications.
Mr. Yoch’s presentation, “Two Old Dogs Learn New Tricks: A
Comparison of AIA A401 and ConsensusDOCS 750,” analyzes con-
tract clauses common to both contract forms and provides examples
where the language in one may be more favorable than the compet-
ing contract document. To see the presentation, go to
www.smacna.org/members/pdf/management/Two_Old_Dogs.pdf.  ▼

ConsensusDOCS vs. A401: 
Two Old Dogs Learn New Tricks
Continued from page 1

Buildings has speakers who have provided commissioning
services to NYC-size structures. 

• Forum 20 – Commissioning Certification: How to Use It to
Unite the Commissioning Industry covers a certification
process ASHRAE is developing.

Additional sessions of interest to SMACNA contractors
include:
• Seminar 11 – Energy Recovery Technology discusses how

an air-to-air heat exchange can increase building energy
efficiency. This is an area with potential for SMACNA con-
tractors to develop new business.

• Seminar 38 – How to Write CYA Letters provides guidance
on simple document preparation practices to protect firms
in the construction business and reduce or eliminate the lia-
bilities associated with construction projects. 

• Forum 15 – Missing the Bus: What is ASHRAE Not Doing
for the Contractor? This session was sponsored by a new
task group seeking guidance from contractors to determine
how ASHRAE can better serve the interest of contractors
and design build firms. 

• Seminar 82 – Properties and Applications of New
Refrigerants examines alternatives to the next generation of
refrigerants with lower global warming potential and alter-
natives to R-134A and R-22.
All American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-

Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) technical sessions begin
on January 20. For more information or to register, go to
www.ashrae.org/newyork.  ▼

ASHRAE 2008 Winter Meeting
Continued from page 1

Technical Manual Collection On CD
Thirty of SMACNA’s most requested technical manuals

are conveniently located in PDF format with searchable
indexes on one CD. Purchase the entire set and receive a sub-
stantial savings. Among the titles included are “HVAC Duct
Construction Standards – Metal & Flexible”; “Fire, Smoke &
Radiation Damper Installation Guide for HVAC Systems”;
“Architectural Sheet Metal Manual”; “Indoor Air Quality – A
Systems Approach”; and “Round Industrial Duct
Construction Standards.” Most SMACNA technical manuals
and many non-technical publications are now available for
instant download. Visit www.smacna.org/bookstore for a com-
plete list of publications.

Prices are as follows: Non-member: $2,370; Discount:
$1,650; IFUS: $1,230; Member: $1,087. To order, visit
www.smacna.org/bookstore or call the SMACNA publications
department at (703) 803-2989.  ▼



January 2008 • 3

the near future. However, large projects in industrial, com-
mercial and institutional markets remain strong.

Erosion of market share to the non-union sector is a major
concern to contractors, as is finding and retaining qualified
manpower. In Iowa, there’s been a small but significant attempt
to re-enter siding and decking.

Combating non-union market erosion can be achieved by 
establishing and then building a solid partnership with labor.
Together, we can overcome manpower and competitive challenges.
SMACNA and the SMWIA’s Partners in Progress conference in

Las Vegas, April 3-5, will help members attack these challenges head on and devise
solutions to further grow market share in 2008. Visit www.pinp.org/conf08/index.htm. 

Sincerely,

Ron Palmerick
SMACNA President

2008 Industry Outlook: Large Industrial, Commercial 
And Institutional Projects Remain Strong
Continued from page 1

Ron Palmerick

College Of Fellows Call For Candidates 
And Scholarship Applications 

The SMACNA College of Fellows is now receiving nominations of candidates
for fellowship. Applications may be submitted by any two SMACNA fellows, a
majority of the National Board of Directors, a majority of a local chapter Board of
Directors or by any two past presidents of SMACNA National. 

The deadline for the nominations is February 29, 2008. 
The SMACNA College of Fellows is also accepting scholarship applications for

the 2008-2009 academic year. Scholarships are open to eligible students from the
SMACNA extended family seeking to further their education. SMACNA’s extended
family includes contractor members, employees of contractor members, chapter
executives, national staff, associate members, members of the College of Fellows,
and members of the families of any of these groups. 

Scholarship applications and eligibility information are available at 
SMACNA chapter offices or by contacting the SMACNA National office at 
SMACNA Inc., P.O. Box 221230, Chantilly, VA 20153. A copy of the application
and eligibility requirements are on SMACNA’s Web site at:
www.smacna.org/members/scholarship.

The deadline for scholarship applications is April 30, 2008. 
For questions, contact Bob Roach, executive director of operations, at (703) 803-

2980 or broach@smacna.org.  ▼

SMACNA Welcomes New Members
• B2 Air Systems LLC, Pleasant Grove, Utah (SMACNA Utah)
• Brisk Air, Brentwood, Calif. (Bay Area SMACNA)
• Distinguished Sheet Metal Inc., Rockford, Ill. (SMACNA of Northern Illinois)
• TRS Mechanical Inc., Spanaway, Wash. (SMACNA Western Washington)

Pension Fund, Employee
Training Top December 
Council Meeting

The Council of Chapter representatives
met in Key West, Fla. in early December.
The primary topics of discussion centered
on the Sheet Metal National Pension Fund,
the SMACNA/UL Certification initiative
and employee recruitment and training. 

The meeting also included presentations
by William Ecklund and Steve Yoch of
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon, & Vogt on the
impact of immigration laws in the construc-
tion industry and contract ConsensusDocs,
respectively. SMACNA educational pro-
grams available to chapters and members in
2008 were presented. 

In addition, the Council heard reports
from President Ron Palmerick, Executive
Vice President John Sroka and SMACNA
Labor and Legislative Departments.

Leadership of the Council was formally
transferred to Tom Keating, 2008 chairman.
Kurt Smith was elected vice chairman. ▼

New Construction Safety
Checklist Available

New for 2008, SMACNA has developed
a construction safety checklist that can be
used as a hazard assessment tool on most
jobsites. The checklists are simple enough to
use everyday (suggested), yet comprehen-
sive enough to use on a weekly basis. The
purpose of the checklist is to provide super-
visors and foremen with an easy-to-use
overview of construction safety and health
issues that should be checked or inspected
on a regular basis. 

The checklist comes in booklets of 20,
three-part carbon copy forms to allow you to
keep the original, give a copy to others (GC,
mechanical contractor, client, etc.) and to
keep a file copy. A sample form is included
as a guide for completing the checklist.
Checklists are available to SMACNA mem-
bers for $10 per booklet of 20 (a non-mem-
ber price will also be available) and may be
ordered by contacting the SMACNA publi-
cations department at (703) 803-2989. ▼
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Meet The Board: Angela Simon
Angela Simon of Western Allied Mechanical, Menlo

Park, Calif., was elected to a four-year term on the
SMACNA Board of Directors beginning Oct. 24, 2007.
She is the first woman to serve on SMACNA’s board.

“I feel this will be a great opportunity for me to
increase my contributions to SMACNA and the sheet
metal industry, which has provided me with so much
support throughout my years in this business,” said Ms.
Simon.

Ms. Simon’s previous service to SMACNA includes
serving on the Effective Presentations Task Force, speaking at the
labor/management Partners in Progress conference and membership on the
Bid Specifications Task Force.

Ms. Simon is currently the vice president of the Bay Area SMACNA
Chapter. She has also served as its secretary, treasurer and member of the
Board of Directors. Her past duties include trustee of the Bay Area SMACNA
Industry Promotion Fund and member of the former San Mateo Chapter
Board of Directors.

Ms. Simon graduated from California Polytechnic State University in
1986, with a degree in mechanical engineering and is a registered profes-
sional engineer in California. ▼

Partners In Progress Registration Open
There’s still time to register for the Partners in Progress conference on

April 3-5, 2008 in Las Vegas at Caesars Palace. Nationally recognized
speaker, trainer and facilitator Mark Breslin returns to take center stage
helping labor and management face their individual challenges and create
practical solutions. 

The conference registration package cost is $695 and includes confer-
ence materials, daily continental breakfast, refreshment breaks, opening
reception and dinner. 

To register and view conference information, go to
www.pinp.org/conf08. To reserve a hotel room, call Caesars directly at
(800) 634-6661. Be sure to reference Partners in Progress to receive the
conference discount rate. Reservations made after Feb. 29, 2008 will be
accepted on a space and rate available basis.  ▼

Hurry! Register Now For The Collective
Bargaining Orientation

Time is running out to register for SMACNA’s
Collective Bargaining Orientation on Feb. 12, 2008.
The conference will be held at the Marriott Dallas/Ft.
Worth Airport North in Dallas, Texas, and will provide
attendees with advice on preparing for bargaining and
a comprehensive discussion on the legal framework for
bargaining.

Featured at this session are:
• Preparing for Bargaining/Dos and Don’ts
• Legal Framework for Collective Bargaining
• Pension Protection Act Changes affecting

Collective Bargaining
• Pension Protection Act Questions & Answers
• Preserving the Multi-Employer Unit at Impasse

Interested SMACNA contractors and chapter exec-
utives should complete the registration form on page 5
and fax it to (703) 803-3704. Hurry! Registrations are
due January 14!  ▼

OSHA Records: Post February 1 - April 30
In accordance with OSHA recordkeeping requirements, most SMAC-

NA firms should have been collecting injury and illness data for the calen-
dar year 2007. The results of those records need to be posted and available
for employee review from Feb. 1 - Apr. 30, 2008 using the OSHA Form
300-A. State OSHA Programs have a similar form. 

SMACNA members needing information on OSHA’s recordkeeping
requirements are encouraged to use the SMACNA Recordkeeping Online
Course available in the safety and health section of the SMACNA Web
site. 

If you have questions about OSHA records, contact Mike McCullion, direc-
tor of safety and health, at (703) 995-4027 or mmccullion@smacna.org.  ▼

Safety Awards Program Survey Online
The new year means it’s time for the 2008 

SMACNA Safety Excellence Awards Program
(SSEAP). This annual program is the tool SMACNA
uses to obtain valuable information about the safety
and health programs of its members, determine win-
ners of the annual safety awards and provide signifi-
cant safety feedback to membership. Last year’s pro-
gram was a huge success and we expect 2008 to be
even better. 

SMACNA members can submit the form online by
going to the SMACNA Web site, but you must be reg-
istered for the Members Only section. If you prefer to
mail or fax your survey, download the printer-friendly
version at www.smacna.org/members/safetysurvey/
2008_Survey_Form.pdf. 

All entries must be received by May 16, 2008.
Please submit your survey early. All member compa-
nies who respond to the 2008 survey will receive a
complimentary copy of SMACNA’s “Environmental
Risk Management” manual.

First place winners in each man-hour category will
be presented with awards at the SMACNA annual con-
vention in Maui, Hawaii. Second and third place win-
ners, and all participants who report a “zero” injury
and illness rate, will have awards shipped to them.

If you have questions about the SSEAP, contact 
Mike McCullion, director of safety and health, at
(703) 995-4027 or mmccullion@smacna.org.  ▼

Angela Simon

http://www.smacna.org/members/safetysurvey/2008_Survey_Form.pdf
http://www.smacna.org/members/safetysurvey/2008_Survey_Form.pdf
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2008 SMACNA Collective Bargaining Orientation
Marriott Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport North

February 12, 2008

Tentative Schedule

8:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Introduction
8:15 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preparing for Bargaining/ Dos and Don’ts
9:45 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Break

10:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Framework for Collective Bargaining
11:30 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Impact of the PPA on Collective Bargaining 
12:30 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lunch
1:15 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pension Protection Act Questions & Answers
2:15 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preserving the Multi-Employer Unit at Impasse
3:30 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Break
3:45 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wrap Session 
4:30 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adjourn

Reserve Your Place Now at the 2008 Collective Bargaining Orientation!
February 12, 2008    •    Marriott Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport North    •    8440 Freeport Parkway, Irving, TX 75063 

Phone: (972) 929-8800    •    Fax: (972) 929-6501

Name: ______________________________________________________ Company:__________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________City_________________________State________________Zip:___________

Phone:___________________________________________________Fax:__________________________________________________

Nickname for Badge:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of Arrival:___________________________________________Date of Departure:________________________________________

Room Rate:     $ 199.00 Single/Double plus applicable taxes 

PLEASE PROVIDE A CREDIT CARD NUMBER TO GUARANTEE YOUR ROOM.
_____ Visa _____MasterCard _____Amex   Card #______________________________________________          

Expiration Date: __________ Signature: _______________________________________________________

Print name as it appears on card: ____________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FEE:
Conference: $195/person    _______ ($ x number of persons)
TOTAL:

_____ Check Enclosed
_____ Please charge to my (circle one): Visa/MasterCard/Amex
Card #____________________________________________________ Expiration Date:_________________

Signature:________________________________ Print name as it appears on card:____________________

PLEASE FAX THIS FORM BY January 14, 2008 TO:
SMACNA MEETINGS & CONVENTION DEPARTMENT

PO Box 221230, Chantilly, VA 20153-1209    •    Phone (703) 803-2980 •    FAX (703) 803-3732
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Latest Industrial Insights Newsletter 
Showcases Contractor’s Expertise

The Industrial Insights newsletter features projects completed by SMACNA mem-
bers in a number of different sectors. The December 2007 edition includes the fol-
lowing articles:

• From Cement To Cabinetry – Industrial Contractor’s Expertise 
And Versatility Show

• Industrial Recruitment Package Available To JATCs

• Welding: Hot Topic For 2008 Industrial Forum 

• Job Costing Versus Process Costing – Would You Pay Three 
Different Prices For Three Identical Chairs?

• Share Your Stories Of Skill And Expertise – Industrial Projects Wanted

• New Industrial Training Curriculum Available

• Prepare Your Workers For Hazards In Industrial Client Facilities

• “Rectangular Industrial Duct Construction Standards,” SI (Metric) Version
Available

To access Industrial Insights and other SMACNA newsletters online, visit
www.smacna.org/newsletters.

If you are a SMACNA member and would like to receive the newsletter electron-
ically, contact Jose Arias at 703-803-4025 or jarias@smacna.org.  ▼

Reserve Your Booth For Hawaii 2008 Product Show
Held in conjunction with SMACNA’s Annual Convention, the Product

Show is currently accepting reservations for booth space. Please plan to sign
up early because booth space is limited. 

The SMACNA convention is being held Oct. 19-23, 2008 at the Grand
Wailea Resort and Spa and the Wailea Beach Marriott Resort & Spa in
Maui, Hawaii. The Product Show is October 21.

This is an exceptional opportunity to get to know your business part-
ners and build solid business relationships. For further information on
the Product Show call Melinda Yium, Dobson and Associates, at (202)
463-7905 or Mary Lou Taylor, director of meetings and conventions, at
(703) 803-2998.  ▼

2008 NJAB Calendar 
Feb. 7-8, 2008 in Bonita Springs, Fla. –

The cutoff date for submissions is Jan. 18,
2008. Submissions mailed between January
15 and January 18 must be sent via
overnight mail service to the street address
listed below. 

June 9-11, 2008 in Indianapolis, Ind. –
The cutoff date for submissions is May 19,
2008.  Submissions mailed between May
15 and May 19 must be sent via overnight
mail service to the street address listed
below.

Sept. 15-16, 2008 in San Francisco,
Calif. – The cutoff date for submissions is
Aug. 25, 2008. Submissions mailed
between August 21 and August 25 must be
sent via overnight mail service to the street
address listed below. 

NJAB Address:
P.O. Box 220956
Chantilly, VA  20153-0956

Street Address:
4201 Lafayette Center Drive
Chantilly, VA  20151-1209

Holiday Observed
SMACNA National offices will be

closed on Monday, January 21, in obser-
vance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  ▼

Plan To Attend SMACNA’s
2008 Washington Issues
Conference

Contractors are the driving force for get-
ting the support of Congressional members
on legislative issues affecting the industry.
As a result, we need as many as possible at
the SMACNA-only 2008 Legislative
Conference on May 12-14, at the
Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C. 

For more information on this upcoming
program, contact the Capitol Hill office at
(202) 547-8202. Watch SMACNews for
legislative conference updates and registra-
tion forms.  ▼



The SMACNA Associate Member and Patron Program is a
great opportunity for industry suppliers to support SMACNA
and at the same time showcase their firms and products before
SMACNA membership. Not only does the program offer the
prestige of being a SMACNA member and use its logo, but it
provides increased marketing, promotional and networking
opportunities within SMACNA.

For 2008, there are six levels of associate membership
with corresponding benefits – Platinum - $20,000; Gold -
$15,000; Silver - $7,500; Bronze - $3,000; Interim (one-year

only) - $2,000 and Special (Canadian suppliers doing only
Canadian business) - $1,500.

This dynamic year-round program combines the best of
SMACNA’s former Associate Membership, Sponsorship and
Product Show Exhibitor Programs. The end result is a higher
SMACNA profile and increased visibility of industry suppli-
ers and liaisons who participate in the program.

For more information, contact J. Robert Roach, SMACNA
executive director of operations, at (703) 803-2980 or
broach@smacna.org.  ▼

SMACNA Welcomes New Associate Members And Patrons

2008 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

2008 PATRONS

PLATINUM

SILVER
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INTERIM

SeaBright Insurance Company

SPECIAL

Alpha Free-Flow Industries Ltd.

BRONZE

SILVER

GOLD

PLATINUM

*Other applicants are pending Board approval
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Recent Electronic Mailings
SMACNA alerted members to a variety of events and services

through e-mail. If you would like any of these items in hard copy,
please contact Bob Roach at (703) 803-2980 or broach@smacna.org.
To receive electronic bulletins via e-mail, contact Jose Arias at
jarias@smacna.org.

Membership Update

• Dec. 14 (Issue 30) – Hurry! Register Now For The Collective
Bargaining Orientation!; 2007 Safety Bulletin: New Rule on
Confined Spaces in Construction; Two Old Dogs Learn New Tricks:
A Comparison of AIA A401 and ConsensusDOCS 750; 2007 Safety
Bulletin: Employer-Paid Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Dec. 28 (Issue 31) – Labor Report - December 2007

Chaptergram

• Dec. 13 (Issue 33) – Hurry! Register Now For The Collective
Bargaining Orientation!; 2007 Safety Bulletin: New Rule on
Confined Spaces in Construction; 2007 Safety Bulletin: Employer-
Paid Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Dec. 21 (Issue 34) – Memorandum Concerning The Sample
Addendum CBA Language From The Sheet Metal Workers NPF

Products and Services

• Dec. 20 (Issue 9) – Office Boom Past Its Peak, But Still Up;
Helmets To Hardhats Aids Bay State Veterans; ASHRAE Winter
Meeting Includes Commissioning Sessions; 2008 AHR Expo In
New York City; Win A Weber Grill At Participating Trane Parts
Locations; Take A Bite Out Of The Big Apple & Your Competition
With QuickPen; The Vicon Of Your Future; Duro Dyne - Seeing
Green?

Reminders
January 2008
• Business Management Graduate II Program – Financial

Boot Camp – Jan. 28-30, Tempe, Ariz.

February 2008
• NJAB Meeting – Feb. 7-8, Bonita Springs, Fla.
• Collective Bargaining Orientation – Feb. 12, Dallas, Texas
• Business Management University Program – Feb. 25-28,

Tempe, Ariz.

March 2008
• College of Fellows Meeting – March 7-8, Phoenix, Ariz.

April 2008
• Partners in Progress Conference – April 3-5, Las Vegas
• President-to-Presidents Meeting – April 18-20, 

Tucson, Ariz.

May 2008

• Legislative Conference – May 12-14, Renaissance
Hotel, Washington, D.C.

June 2008

• Council of Chapter Representatives – June 1-3, 
Denver, Colo.

• NJAB Meeting – June 9-11, Indianapolis, Ind.

Future Conventions
Oct. 19-22, 2008 – Grand Wailea Hotel, Maui, Hawaii
Oct. 11-15, 2009 – Palm Desert, Calif.
Oct. 17-21, 2010 – Phoenix, Ariz.


